
P1: Mourning Practices
on the Internet

Objectives
The objective of the project is to examine
a) how online mourning (especially in response to 

death) can be characterised,
b) whether new forms of condolence 

communities are being constituted on memorial 
sites and in social networks ,

c) to what extent religious aspects are involved in 
these digital mourning practices, 

d) how the public discourse on digital mourning
looks like.

Methodological Approach
a) The communicative practices of online mourning are 

analyzed (both qualitatively and quantitatively) 
based on text corpora collected together with P2.

b) The public discourse is examined on the basis of
media reports.

The project “Mourning Practices 
on the Internet” examines from 
a linguistic perspective how 
people express their grief 
digitally, how they verbalize 
expressions of condolence after 
the loss of a loved one or another 
tragic event, and how the public 
discourse about this kind of 
grieving is taking shape.

Main Findings
a) In the digital space, there are new forms of 

community building through mourning 
communities with great potential for solidarity
and consolation; these are partly based on 
offline religious practices, yet their religiosity (as 
with the hashtag #RIP) is often faded.

b) In addition to the exchange among those who 
mourn and offer their digital condolences on a 
death, maintaining an ongoing dialogue with the 
deceased has become an established online 
practice.

Contribution to URPP Objectives
a) While the other subprojects mainly deal with religious 

practices, religiosity can, but does not have to play a 
role in online mourning; in a way, this may be an 
indicator for the degree of secularisation in society.

b) We integrate our linguistic expertise into data 
analysis (e.g., when working on conceptions of the 
afterlife from a theological perspective). 

c) Analyzing the large data collections enables the 
identification of religious language patterns in the 
context of online mourning.
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Fig.2: Emojis are frequently used in online mourning practices. The figure shows 
the most common emojis in tweets about angel babies (= children who died 
young). In addition to symbols that represent grief, there are also many symbols 
of love. Religious or spiritual symbols such as 🕯 or 🙏 can also be found, albeit not 
very frequently.

Fig.3: Screenshot of the Shiny app, in which our Twitter corpus is stored. The extraction shows the subcorpus about angel babies.
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Fig.1: Shedding light on the digital dimensions of grief (DALL·E created).QR-Code: Access to the project website.


